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HAMBURG — Thanks to a new online
program, parents of students in the
Hamburg School are now able to answer
questions such as “do you have homework
tonight?” or “how did you do on your math
test?” with the click of a mouse.  

The Hamburg School District began
using PowerSchool — a Web-based, cross-
platform technology — to better enable
students, parents, teachers, and adminis-
trators as a way to increase student
achievement with enhanced information
sharing in early October. Since then, there
have been more than 1,300 log ins to the
program, said Steven Engravalle,
Hamburg School superintendent. 

“Our main philosophy is that parents
are partners in their children’s education

and that we have to work together,”
Engravalle said. “We have always wanted
to be transparent about what's going on.
We have a huge presence on the Internet
and we want to give the parents as much
information as possible.”

Engravalle said parents today are very
busy and “some of them don’t have time to
call the school. This allows them to log in
from anywhere on the Internet.”

The program offers the same encryp-
tion as an ATM card, he said, and every
password is completely unique. 

“Parents can log in and see what’s hap-
pening,” he said. “They can see assign-
ments, grades, attendance. It eliminates
the “do you have homework tonight?”
questions and it keeps parents completely
informed.”  

Engravalle said the program also elimi-
nates the surprises the school sometimes

gets from parents. “Now when a parent
walks in for a conference, we can say to
them, how's your son doing?”

Dawn O’Grady, Hamburg Schools Board
of Education member and mother of two
daughters in the school, said as a parent
she loves the PowerSchool program. 

“It’s very user friendly and it makes it
much easier to be in contact with teach-
ers,” she said. “I can click on everything
the girls have done and handed in and has
been graded to see how they’re doing.” 

As a board member, purchasing and
implementing the program was money
well spent, she added. 

“If there’s a concern about a child’s
grade you can know about it a lot faster,”
she said. “The information can be back
and forth between a teacher and parent
instead of waiting until a teacher confer-
ence or waiting until something goes

wrong. We (the board of education)
thought it was a great thing.” 

The company that makes the program,
Pearson, specializes in educational pub-
lishing, assessment, information and serv-
ices. The company provides effective and
innovative curriculum products in all
available media, educational assessment
and measurement for students and teach-
ers, student information systems, teacher
professional development and certifica-
tion programs.

“At Hamburg School, we believe that
parents are partners in the educational
process, and therefore, it’s our hope that
through the launch of the PowerSchool
Premier’s parent and student portal we
will foster increased, open communication
between home and school,” said Louise
Murphy, PowerSchool coordinator at the
Hamburg School. 

Hamburg School powers up
PowerSchool program lets parents check child’s homework, test scores on Web
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WANTAGE — Township officials are
interested in taking ownership of the
Sussex Airport and are hoping a study
examining the pros and cons of buying the
property can begin soon. 

Township administrator Jim Doherty
said he has been in contact with the state’s
Department of Transportation about con-
ducting a feasibility study on the possible
benefits and drawbacks of buying the 100-
acre property. 

“If the airport were to be sold and at
some point in the future the new owner
ceased to use it as an airport, that may
have a negative impact on the township,”
Doherty said. 

Initial reports from the state had the
study quoted as costing up to $30,000, but
the most recent quote from the state was
$100,000, Doherty said. Doherty said the

cost would be covered by state grants. 
The property has peaked the interest of

township officials because if it were sold to
a developer, it could mean at least 20 new
houses in the township, which enforces
five-acre zoning. 

Doherty said, as of yet, there was no date
set for the study to begin and he was
unsure of how long it could take. 

If the township did decide to purchase
the property, it would be paid for with state
money. 

Mayor Parker Space said the airport
could become a real asset for the township. 

“If we get it turned around, we could
have a nice income coming into Wantage
township that would offset everything all
around,” Space said. “It would be kind of a
money-making business in Wantage so
that’s what we are looking into, whether
that would work for us or not.”

Wantage considers taking
ownership of Sussex Airport
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Wantage Township is interested in doing a feasibility study to determine the
pros and cons of purchasing the Sussex Airport.
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feast

LLEEFFTT:: Peter West and Joel
Marcus share a table Thursday
as volunteer Matt Steppling
checks to see if anything is
needed during the the First
Presbyterian Church of
Franklin’s fourth annual free
Thanksgiving dinner in the
church hall. Volunteers cooked
12 turkeys and 80 pounds of
mashed potatoes. Volunteers
also delivered meals to those
who couldn’t make it to the
church. 

BBOOTTTTOOMM LLEEFFTT:: Volunteer
Bob Mitchell whips up his 
special mashed potatoes with
melted butter and sour cream
added for flavor. The First
Presbyterian Church of
Franklin served 190 dinners —
107 takeout orders and 83 
people dined at the church.
The church’s volunteers also 
delivered meals to local police
and fire departments. 

BBOOTTTTOOMM  RRIIGGHHTT:: Volunteer
Jenny Bruce helps guest Jewel
Tomaskovic pack up leftovers
to take home after Thursday’s
Thanksgiving dinner at the
First Presbyterian Church of
Franklin.
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