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Sussex Tech to host
‘Meet the Candidates’

SPARTA — Sussex County
Technical School will host its
sixth annual “Meet the
Candidates” Luncheon from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. today.

About 15 candidates seeking
office Nov. 4 will be there to meet
voters and talk about their cam-
paigns. Candidates could include
congressional, U.S. Senate and
county freeholder candidates
from both the Republican and
Democratic parties. Present also
will be members of the Sussex
Tech school community, includ-
ing students, as well as members
of the public invited to meet and
question their next government
leaders.

Sussex, Wantage forum
will discuss merger

WANTAGE — The Joint
Consolidation Study Commission
of Wantage Township and Sussex
Borough will have a community
forum on the study tonight. 

The forum will be from 7-9
p.m. at High Point Regional High
School, 299 Pidgeon Hill Road.

The event is not a question-
and-answer session, but rather a
forum for members of the com-
munity to express their thoughts
and concerns on a possible con-
solidation. The commission’s first
mid-term report on its findings is
due at the state by Nov. 15. The
forum is meant to address the
public's’ concerns, officials said. 

At its Sept. 3 meeting, the com-
mission compiled a list of its own
concerns, the top ones being
questions about the new form of
government, how existing debts
would be handled and the ability
of Sussex residents to have rep-
resentation on the new govern-
ing body. 

Borough police learn 
to better protect selves

HAMBURG — Borough police
said they were pleased with a
recent training effort they hosted
— how to protect themselves in
the line of duty.

Hamburg Police Chief Jan
Wright said the course, taught by
Trauma Training FX Inc., of
Virginia Beach, Va., was a first in
Sussex County.

Instructors showed officers
and Borough School
Administrator Steven Engravalle
how to expediently save casual-
ties in emergency situations.

According to Wright, the
course delved deeper than first
aid training provided at the
police academy, covering topics
such as anatomy and physiology,
phases of care, hemorrhage con-
trol, airway management, chest
trauma, abdominal trauma,
bandaging and splinting, head
and spine trauma, burns, shock
and hydration.

The training will allow officers
to deal with high-pressure situa-
tions, including if an officer is
shot or hit by a vehicle.

Alleged bike thief tried
to peddle it on eBay

RANDOLPH — Police said a
man walked out of a Randolph
bicycle shop with a $7,699 bike
and tried to sell it on eBay.

But the winning bidder for the
Trek Madone Pearl White bicycle
worked for the Morris County
Prosecutor’s Office and the sell-
er was arrested.

John Granda was charged with
possession of stolen property and
was released pending a court
appearance.

Granda had agreed to sell the
carbon fiber bike taken from
Marty’s Reliable Cycle for $5,500,
police said. 

American Legion hosts
its monthly breakfast

FRANKLIN— The Franklin
American Legion will have its
monthly breakfast from 8-11 a.m.
Sunday at the legion home,
behind the ShopRite

The cost for the all-you-can-eat
breakfast is $6 for adults and $3
for children.

Historical society hosts
antiques and art show

BRANCHVILLE — The
Branchville Borough Historical
Society will have its second
annual Antiques and Art Show
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday in
Struck Park. There will be family
activities and food.

By ELISA D. KELLER
ekeller@njherald.com

STILLWATER — More than 100 people
lined the Stillwater Township School’s all
purpose room for Tuesday night’s commit-
tee meeting, hoping to make known their
opinions about the future of the local police
department. Township residents seemed
split during a two-hour open session, with
some in support of reinstating a full-time
police force, others looking to keep taxes in
check, and a few seeking compromise. 

The Stillwater police, which has seen con-
tentious increases and decreases in staff
size for nearly a decade, was cut back to a
part-time force on Aug. 22, after Officer Kurt
Eller was approved for a transfer to the
Stanhope Borough police, and no replace-
ment officer was appointed. 

Since that date, the department has been
operating seven days a week from 7 a.m. and
7 p.m. with a staff of four officers and Chief
Anthony Kozlowski, while New Jersey State
Police has been covering the township
between the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. 

“I understand what it’s like to have a fam-

ily member on the ground gasping for
breath,” resident Anita Strahway said in
support of the EMT-trained Stillwater police.
She detailed a recent nighttime incident
where her family had to block off a township
road by themselves due to a fallen tree, wait-
ing 15 minutes for State Police to arrive. 

Other local people mentioned their fear of
appearing “anti-police” by requesting lower
taxes in a public forum, urging the commit-
tee to put forth a formal vote to get an official
township consensus. The crowd remained
respectful throughout the open session,
though there was an occasional round of
applause or frustrated outburst.

After the public comments, Mayor
William Morrison spoke briefly about the
framework of the budget, emphasizing the
importance of balancing taxes and expens-
es. He said the police department had seen
a 55 percent increase in cost since 2004,
while other areas of the budget have been
cut back in that time.

“No one’s talking about disbanding the

Stillwater residents speak out
Voice concerns on future of township’s police department

Filling up on trout

By CHRISTINA TATU 
ctatu@njherald.com

The Sussex-Wantage Board of
Education is being watched by
the county’s interim superintend-
ent after four board members
failed to attend two meetings in
three months.

“We have been made aware of
the problem. Consequences vary
depending on how often it’s done
and some of the things that are up
for action,” Frank Dragotta,
Sussex County interim superin-
tendent, said of the members’
absences. 

Diane Snure, Ann Smulewicz,
Raymond Delbury and former
board President Arthur Jacobs
did not attend a meeting to
approve personnel on Aug. 12, or
a Sept. 27 meeting with the New
Jersey School Boards Association
to complete self evaluations, an
annual evaluation of superintend-
ent Edward Izbicki, and set board
goals for 2008, a task that should
have been completed in January.  

Member Robert Holowach also
did not attend the Aug. 12 and
Sept. 27 meeting, although board
president Tom Card said
Holowach notified board officials
of his absences ahead of time. 

Because five of the nine board
members were absent, the board
was unable to conduct the meet-
ings since five members are
needed to constitute a quorum.

Dragotta said his office will
investigate the issue, but did not
want to speculate what actions
could be taken. 

“At this point, there is nothing
official,” he said.

According to New Jersey
Department of Education
spokesman Richard Vespucci, the
department has rules in place
that if a board member misses
three consecutive meetings, then
the local board may vote to
remove that member.

However, there are some
exceptions. If the member has a
legitimate excuse for not being
there, the board does not have to
take action. Also, boards are able
to establish their own attendance
policies. For example, a board
can mandate that it is unaccept-
able to have one unexcused
absence.   

Card said Sussex-Wantage’s
policy is the same as the state’s
rule. 

“It’s very frustrating because
we can’t accomplish anything,”
Card said. “Some board members
will not show up to two meetings
in a row, but then show up to the
third.” 

Unless the members do not
show up to three consecutive
meetings in a row, then there is
nothing the board can do to repri-
mand their behavior.

Card said he never heard from
Delbury or Jacobs about the Sept.
27 meeting. Snure and Smulewicz
contacted Card to say they would

School
board
watched
closely
Sussex-Wantage
members fail to
attend meetings

By SETH AUGENSTEIN
saugenstein@njherald.com

SPARTA — The township has
joined the club of county munici-
palities whose open records poli-
cies are being questioned by local
residents.

Jesse Wolosky, a town activist,
filed a letter of complaint alleging
a denial of access from Open
Public Records Act requests
involving several weeks of corre-
spondence in a tug-of-war
between he and Township Clerk
Miriam Tower.

Wolosky had been seeking min-

utes from the council’s executive
sessions, and weekly memoran-
dums from Township Manager
Henry Underhill to the council-
men. 

Wolosky’s complaint accuses
Tower of not producing the docu-
ments within the accepted seven-
to 10-day timeframe, and of need-
lessly redacting large portions of
the documents.

Walter Luers, Wolosky’s attor-
ney, said the clerk had not fol-
lowed clearly defined guidelines
in blotting out privileged informa-
tion, which should legally only

include litigation, personnel
issues and sensitive topics that
could compromise the public’s
interest.

“You’re supposed to give a
legal basis for each redaction,” he
said.

Luers also said the indefinite
time frame for releasing some of
the redacted documents was not
within the scope of the law. For
instance, the memorandums
from 2007 were just ignored, 
he said.

“That’s not how life works,”
Luers said.

Tower and Township Attorney
Tom Ryan declined comment
about the new complaint.
However, both said Wolosky’s
complaint was the first of its kind
filed against Sparta. 

Wolosky, one of the lead peti-
tioners who brought about a
townwide referendum and recall
petitions against a majority of the
council this year, maintained he
was patient and thorough in his
requests to the clerk’s office, and
filed a complaint only after he
believed his requests were being

Sparta accused of concealing public information
Activist says township clerk didn’t follow guidelines, edited documents

See ACTIVIST, Page A10

Mark DeVito, a seasonal employee with the Pequest Trout Hatchery, tosses rainbow trout into the Paulins Kill in
Blairstown on Tuesday, the first day of the annual fall trout stocking. About 1,300 trout, all at least 2 years old, were stocked
in the river in both Sussex and Warren counties. Fishing licenses and trout stamps can be purchased online at www.
njfishandwildlife.com                         

AABBOOVVEE:: While John Kronke (mirror) sits in his truck
Tuesday, Immy Bene hands down a netful of trout to Mark
DeVito. Since there is no waiting period after a stream is
stocked in the fall, a line of potential anglers followed the
fish truck as it made stops along the Paulins Kill in
Blairstown.                               

RRIIGGHHTT:: John Kronke came from his home in Bergen
County on Tuesday to cast in the Paulins Kill minutes after
the state Division of Fish and Wildlife stocked the river
with rainbow trout.
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Ed Glick, a Stillwater resident, speaks Tuesday during the Stillwater Committee
meeting. The session was located at the elementary school to accommodate the
crowd. See STILLWATER, Page A10
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