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BYRAM — Local officials and
residents who want some
insights into the inner workings
of Garden State government
and its hot-button issues will
have their chance Thursday
night.

Joseph Doria, the commis-
sioner of the Department of
Community Affairs, will be the
guest speaker at the meeting of
the Sussex, Warren and Morris
county League of
Municipalities, and he could
field some probing questions on
topics ranging from Council on
Affordable Housing rules, urban
and rural relations, and man-
dates from the state govern-
ment.

Sussex County Undersheriff
John Armeno, who also is the
secretary and treasurer of the
Sussex County League of
Municipalities, said there will be
about 90 local officials at the
meeting to listen to, and ques-

tion Doria about some of the
statewide issues affecting the
three counties.

Doria, 62, could be one of the
best authorities to speak about
such issues. He was appointed
to the department commission-
er’s post in January, but he has
been a prominent player on the
political stage for more than two
decades. He was a Hudson
County State Senator, and he
also served 12 consecutive
terms in the General Assembly,
including 10 years as its minori-
ty leader and two years as its
speaker. For nine years, he was
also the mayor of Bayonne. As
Department of Community
Affairs commissioner, he is one
of the most influential officials in
New Jersey, overseeing various
departments in state govern-
ment and chairing others,
including the Council on
Affordable Housing, which has
galvanized nearly every Sussex
County municipality in their
opposition to its regulations.

State official to answer
questions on hot issues

By ALICIA HARTGROVE
For the Herald

State Assemblywoman Alison
Littell McHose is used to being
peppered with questions.

That again was the case
Tuesday as she fielded the fol-
lowing queries:

“Have you met any presi-
dents?”

“Have you ever been in the
White House?”

“Do you ever want to be presi-
dent?”

“If you did become president,
would you take us to the White
House?”

Huh?
Granted, not your typical

inquiries, but these weren’t your
typical inquisitors. They were
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-
graders from the Hamburg
School, curious to know more
about what McHose’s job as
state legislator is like.  

McHose told the more than
100 middle school students, fac-
ulty, and staff that she has met
President Bush, she has been to
the White House and would “not
really want to be president
because it’s a really tough job”
but would “love to” take the
Hamburg students to the White
House if she did become presi-
dent. 

Michael Blochinger, a middle
school history teacher at
Hamburg, invited McHose to
speak in honor of the 10th annu-
al National Legislators Go Back-
To-School Program. 

“The goal was make civics
come alive to the students . . . to
put a face to what they see on TV
and read in the news,” said
Hamburg School Superinten-
dent Steven Engravalle. 

McHose said her main pur-
pose was to promote the nation-
al program, which encourages
kids to get involved, read up on
current events and issues, and
spark a general interest in gov-
ernment.

“It’s important to remind stu-
dents that the government is
yours and owned by the people,”
said McHose, who has been a
legislator for five years in the

24th District, which covers
Sussex County and parts of
Morris and Hunterdon counties.

Besides McHose’s connec-
tions and past relationships at
the nation’s capital, the students

also asked probing questions
about how bills are passed, is a
bill like a petition and the
process of amending a bill if it
doesn’t work. 

Hamburg School Board

President Patricia Harby was
“totally impressed” with the stu-
dents attentiveness to McHose. 

“This tells me they (the stu-
dents) are learning and doing
well in class . . . they really knew
what they were talking about
when asking questions,” she
said. 

Blochinger said his students’
enthusiasm amazed him.

“They think outside the box,
meaning they aren’t sticking to
their parents’ opinion,” he said.
“They form their own opinions
about government and that’s
what I wanted to see.”

Eighth-grader Marissa
DeOliveira, who is president of
the school’s National Honor
Society chapter, said she would
like to be an intern for McHose
someday. DeOliveira found what
McHose did on a daily basis the
most interesting, like getting to
travel to Trenton.
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Assemblywoman Alison McHose speaks to students Tuesday at Hamburg Public School and
answers their questions about legislating.

McHose gives civics lesson

Hamburg Public School sixth-grader Michael Armstrong raises
his hand to ask Assemblywoman Alison McHose if she has ever
seen the Oval office.
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Do you have photos that you could share with us? People at work, at home 

and at play. People inside and outside of neighborhood buildings, stores, 
homes, farms, office buildings and parks. We’re looking for photos from before 
the turn of the 20th century through the 1960s. We’ll take good care of your 
photos, return them when we’re finished, and credit your photo contribution 
in the caption.

Please call the New Jersey Herald’s 
Promotion Department at 973-383-1500
if you have a photo or photos that you 
would like to share for Sussex County,
Images of our Past, Vol. I.

Have Sussex County photos?
We’d love to see them.
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ATTENTION: GREEN TWP. RESIDENTS
TIRE, BATTERY, MOTOR OIL, USED CAR PARTS

RECYCLING DAY
Saturday, October 18, 2008, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

New DPW site across from Municipal Building, 173 Kennedy Rd. 
RAIN OR SHINE. Green Township residents can drop off 

batteries & used motor oil free of charge. Tires up to 16”: $2; 
over 16”: $5. No tractor tires. Proof of residency required. 

Additional information, call 908-852-9333.
Linda Peralta, Clerk/Administrator
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‘It’s important to remind students that the government is yours and owned by the people.’
Assemblywoman Alison McHose, R-24, speaking at Hamburg Public School

By BRUCE A. SCRUTON
bscruton@njherald.com

HOPATCONG — The
Borough Council and mayor will
discuss the problems surround-
ing the Lake Hopatcong
Commission when it meets at
7:30 tonight in the Municipal
Building, 111 River Styx Road.

Dan McCarthy, the borough’s
representative to the commis-
sion, will be present to report on
the financial straits of the com-
mission and the possible effects
on the lake.

The council is scheduled to
discuss the possibility of hiring
one or more of the commission’s
employees, who have been given
layoff notices effective Nov. 28.

A couple of times in the past
when the commission also faced
red ink, municipalities around
the lake temporarily have hired
commission workers as a way of
keeping them.

The commission, which
always has been paid for by the
state, has seen its financing cut
off in the current budget year.
The employees have been kept
on until late November because
the commission had enough
money to last until then.

The state said it wants the
commission, which is charged
with caring for the lake, to over-
see a user fee on boaters as the
main source of money for the
commission’s work. Commission
members have balked at such
an idea and local legislators
have demanded the state come
up with the estimated $600,000
needed.

Hopatcong Mayor Sylvia
Petillo said the issue of hiring
will be brought up, “but I don’t

believe we can do it. I just don’t
think we have the money.”

Commission Chairman Art
Ondish said even if the state
comes up with money or some
sort of user fee is put in place,
the staff will move on to other
jobs after the end of November.

“When they go, all our experi-
ence goes with them. It would
take months for new people to
learn how to run those machines
and if one breaks, they won’t
know how to fix it,” he said.

The machines are the weed-
harvesting boats used from
early spring to mid-fall to keep
the coves and boating channels
open. The commission’s employ-
ees also have been mapping the
entire watershed to find the var-
ious storm drains and seasonal
streams which flow into the lake.

Petillo said she’s upset the
state won’t pay for the commis-
sion’s work since the lake is
owned by the state and used by
people from around the state.

Council to discuss
Lake Hopatcong
Commission cuts

‘When they go, all our
experience goes with
them. It would take
months for new peo-
ple to learn how to
run those machines,
and if one breaks,
they won’t know how
to fix it.’

Art Ondish,
Lake Hopatcong 

Commission chairman


